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TABLE LV*

Distances to Karachi
	Special rates to Karachi
	Cotton despatching station
	Distances to Delhi
	Class rates to Delhi

576 684 673 625 607
	1-0-9 1-3-9 1-3-5 1-2-1 1-1-7
	Multan Lyallpur Abbaspur Chutiana Darkhana
	454        1       1-3-2 387               1-0-5 396              1-0-9 444        \      1-2-9 454              1-3-2
	
to the progress of the indigenous industries in the interior, is
furnished by the discriminating rates charged by the railways
on indigenous and imported sugar. Special rates were quoted
for imported sugar from the ports, irrespective of weight and
at railway risk. Distance for distance these rates were, in
many cases, lower than the rates even for wagon loads of indi-
genous sugar carried at owner's risk.*
The freight on imported sugar was reduced twice (in
1904 and 1905) and increased imports of sugar coincided with
the reduction of rates. These low rates were very harmful
to the growth of the sugar industry in the interior of the
country and unnecessary even from the commercial point of
view of the railways themselves, as the Java sugar never
needed these concessions for the development of traffic.
While tendering his evidence before the Indian Fiscal Com-
mission (1923) Mr. S. C. Ghosh said: 'Java sugar is pro-
duced very cheap....the cost of producing superior white
sugar, including all expenses, was said to be Rs. 4-9-2 per
maund; and even taking interest on capital would
come to Rs. 5 or 5-8. It compared very favourably with the
minimum price of Java Sugar in Calcutta which was Rs. 11-4
per maund before the war. So that Java made handsome
profits out of sugar exported to India. The steamer freight
was then but a fraction of the latter figure (viz. Rs, 11-4),
the price of sugar in Calcutta. It is questionable, therefore,
whether the traffic needed further subsidy in the way of cheap
railway rates that were quoted from the ports to the interior.
Even if the rates for Java sugar were full maximum rates the
7  S. C. Ghosh: A Monograph on Indian Railway Bates (1S18), p. 228*
8  Ghosh, op. dt, p. 230.                      :